[Cancer-associated venous thromboembolic recurrence: disregard of treatment recommendations].
Low-molecular-weight heparins (LMWH) are the reference curative treatment of venous thromboembolism (VTE) in patients with cancer. All international guidelines recommend the long-term use of LMWH given their demonstrated superiority compared to vitamin-K antagonists (VKA) in reducing VTE recurrence in this patient population without increased risk of bleeding. However, several studies consistently show a lack of adherence to treatment recommendations, which are applied at the very best in 50% of cases. This results in a loss of chance for patients with fragile prognosis and in whom VTE represents the second cause of death. Given the expected benefit and the increased VTE prevalence in patients with cancer, full awareness is necessary to implement programs aiming at improving the therapeutic management of cancer-associated VTE. This requires multidisciplinary consideration by qualified physicians involved in the management of patients with cancer-associated VTE such as oncologists, internists and those specialized in vascular disease and hemostasis.